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To: Restaurant Establishment

This letter is to advise you that the City of Raeford’s Sewer Use Ordinance (SUO) provides specific wastewater rules to ensure that the City Wastewater Treatment Plant meets its responsibility to remove various water pollutants in the treatment process.  One of the many pollutants listed in the Sewer Use Ordinance is fats, oil and grease of an animal or vegetable origin. Discharging fats, oils, and grease into the sewer may cause blockages in the City’s sewer collection system. This is a violation of the local, state and federal law, with potentially severe civil and criminal penalties. Additionally, discharging excess fats, oils, and grease may require the issuance of an industrial discharge permit to your establishment from the City of Raeford, and you may be subject to surcharge fees. 

Fats, oil, and grease in wastewater entering the City’s sewer system have been determined to cause more than 50% of the blockages in the collection system. Animal fats, oil, and grease accumulate in and on pipes to create these blockages. The resulting cleanup process is manpower intensive and very costly to the wastewater system customers. However, establishments such as yours can help prevent future problems by installing (if not installed) and properly maintaining a grease trap and/or interceptor. Our current experience indicates that traps are not being adequately maintained. It is also an indication that more efficient grease traps/ interceptors may need to be installed. Removing oil and grease through these mechanisms helps to reduce sewer collection system maintenance and also helps to increase the operational efficiency to the wastewater treatment plant.

The City of Raeford is in the process of identifying all potential sources of oil and grease currently being discharged into the sanitary sewer and collection system. To facilitate the identification process, the City of Raeford has developed the attached Industrial Waste Survey. Please complete this survey and return to the address on the form by January 31, 2008. You assistance is appreciated

If you have any further questions, please contact Trudy McVicker at 910-875-8161 or Roy Guinn at 910-875-4931.

Sincerely,

Mike Wood
City Manager 
  cc: Trudy McVicker


